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Tentative Hearing Date Tentative Hearing Location
Friday, January 14, 2005 Chicago, Illinois
Friday, February 18, 2005 Chicago, Illinois
Friday, March 11, 2005 Chicago, Illinois
Friday, April 22, 2005 Chicago, Illinois
Tuesday, May 10, 2005 Chicago, Illinois

Topics to be covered during the hearings will include, but are not limited to: wait list mortality,
special needs candidate populations, biological factors in outcomes, new technologies, candidate
access to transplantation, and donor issues. We want to emphasize that these hearings will be
open to the entire transplant community and the general public.

Request for your input.

We are interested in your ideas regarding the deceased donor kidney allocation system. Several
guestions on which we are seeking input include:

What is the overall objective(s) of the kidney allocation system?

What are the benefits of the objective(s)?

What is already working with the existing kidney allocation system?

What makes it work?

How can we improve the existing system to move closer to achieving the overall
objectives of the system?

agrwdE

We would be pleased to receive any ideas you have regarding the system, factors to be explored,
and ways to improve kidney allocation. In addition to submitting your ideas in writing, you may
request time to present testimony during one or more hearings. Due to limited time during the
hearings, we cannot guarantee that everyone who requests to present verbal testimony will be
able to do so. We will try, however, to ensure that those testifying are representative of those
who request to testify. Additionally, we ask you to pass this notice on to organizations with
which you are involved and individuals you know who may be interested in kidney allocation.
We welcome their input as well.

In summary, the OPTN/UNOS Kidney and Pancreas Transplantation Committee is embarking
upon what we believe will be a very comprehensive and exciting review of our nation’s kidney
allocation system. You can provide input to this process by:

Submitting comments in response to this notice electronically through the Public Comment
sections on the OPTN and UNOS Internet  Web sites at
http://www.optn.org/policiesAndBylaws/publicComment/ and
http://www.unos.org/whatWeDo/policyManagement/publicComment.asp, or in writing by
mail or facsimile transmission to: Kidney Allocation Review Subcommittee, United Network
for Organ Sharing, 700 North 4™ Street, Richmond, Virginia 23218, FAX (804) 782-4896.
Requesting to present verbal testimony at one or more of the scheduled hearings. For those
presenting verbal testimony to the KARS, we request that a written copy of your testimony be
provided to us in advance.

Letting others with interest in our nation’s kidney allocation system know about this process
and opportunity for comment.
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We will be posting additional details regarding the hearings on both the OPTN and UNOS
Internet Web sites as this information becomes available. We encourage you, therefore, to
visit these sites periodically to obtain the most-up-to-date information regarding the kidney
allocation review process. In addition, both Web sites contain much general information
regarding the national organ procurement and transplantation system that may be helpful to you.

We very much appreciate your participation in this very important endeavor.

Background information regarding OPTN/UNOS as well as contact persons for inquiries
regarding this notice are attached at the end of this document.

Attachments



Kidney Allocation Review Subcommittee (KARS) Membership

Mark D. Stegall, M.D., Chair, Rochester, MN
Margo L. Akerman, MS, Knoxville, TN
Clyde F. Barker, M.D., Philadelphia, PA
Bryan N. Becker, M.D., Madison, WI
Fernando Cosio, M.D., Rochester, MN

Dale A. Distant, M.D., Brooklyn, NY

Daniel H. Hayes, M.D., Charlotte, NC

Alan B. Leichtman, M.D., Ann Arbor, Ml
Ruth A. McDonald, M.D., Seattle, WA
Kevin J. O’Connor, MS, PA, Newton, MA
Janis M. Orlowski, M.D., Washington, D.C.
Laura St. Martin, M.D., MPH, Rockville, MD
Mark A. Schnitzler, Ph.D., St. Louis, MO
Peter G. Stock, M.D., Ph.D., San Francisco, CA
James J. Wynn, M.D., Augusta, GA

Carlton J. Young, M.D., Birmingham, AL



Background and Contact Persons

The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) is a tax-exempt medical, scientific, and
educational organization. On October 1, 2000, UNOS received a federal contract to continue
operation of the national Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) and
development of an equitable, scientific and medically-sound organ allocation system. The OPTN
is charged with developing by-laws and policies that maximize utilization of organs donated for
transplantation, assuring the quality of care for transplant candidates and recipients, and
addressing other complex medical issues related to organ transplantation in the United States. All
by-laws and policies receive broad input from numerous constituencies including transplant
candidates and recipients and family members, donors and donor families, the OPTN
membership, and concerned individuals and organizations throughout the United States.

By-Laws and policies are adopted by the OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors pursuant to the UNOS
contract with the United States Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and after
circulation and discussion among organ transplant professionals and patient representatives.
These by-laws and policies have been submitted to the Secretary of DHHS and are considered
voluntary guidance to OPTN members unless recommended by the Board of Directors and
approved by the Secretary of DHHS as OPTN rules and requirements enforceable under Section
1138 of the Social Security Act. UNOS is responsible for updating these by-laws and policies
and for monitoring compliance by OPTN members. Instances of noncompliance with by-laws
and policies may lead to disciplinary action, including, for example, designation as a member-
not-in-good-standing by the Board of Directors. In addition, instances of non-compliance are
reported to the Secretary of DHHS.

UNOS Contact Persons

Inquiries regarding the comprehensive review of the national deceased donor kidney allocation
system discussed in this notice should be made to the appropriate UNOS Regional Administrator
at (804) 782-4800. The UNOS Regional Administrators are as follows:

Shannon Edwards (edwardsf@unos.org)

Region 1 - Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Eastern Vermont
Region 4 - Oklahoma, Texas

Region 9 - New York, Western Vermont

Elizabeth Gans (gansel@unos.org)

Region 2 - Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Northern
Virginia, West Virginia

Region 5 - Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah

Region 6 - Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington

Clifton McClenney (mcclence@unos.org)
Region 3 - Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto Rico
Region 11 - Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia

Chrystal Oley-Graybill (graybioe@unos.orq)

Region 7 - Illinois, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin
Region 8 - Colorado, lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Wyoming
Region 10 - Indiana, Michigan, Ohio






