


Background 
 
The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) is a tax-exempt medical, scientific, and educational 
organization.  UNOS operates the national Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) under 
federal contract and is responsible for developing an equitable, scientific and medically-sound organ 
allocation system.  The OPTN is further charged with developing by-laws and policies that maximize 
utilization of organs donated for transplantation, assuring the quality of care for transplant candidates and 
recipients, and addressing other complex medical issues related to organ transplantation in the United 
States.  All by-laws and policies receive broad input from numerous constituencies including transplant 
candidates and recipients and family members, donors and donor families, the OPTN membership, and 
concerned individuals and organizations throughout the United States. 
 
By-Laws and policies are adopted by the OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors pursuant to the UNOS contract 
with the United States Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and after circulation and 
discussion among organ transplant professionals and patient representatives.  These by-laws and policies 
have been submitted to the Secretary of DHHS and are considered voluntary guidance to OPTN members 
unless recommended by the Board of Directors and approved by the Secretary of DHHS as OPTN rules and 
requirements enforceable under Section 1138 of the Social Security Act.  Submission of accurate and 
complete data as specified by the Secretary, which includes data found on OPTN forms and applications 
approved by the Office of Management of Budget (OMB), are considered enforceable requirements under 
the OPTN Final Rule.  UNOS is responsible for updating these by-laws and policies and for monitoring 
compliance by OPTN members.  Instances of noncompliance with by-laws and policies may lead to 
disciplinary action, including, for example, designation as a member-not-in-good-standing by the Board of 
Directors.  In addition, instances of non-compliance are reported to the Secretary of DHHS. 
 
Five proposals are being offered for public comment addressing issues considered during recent meetings 
of the Membership and Professional Standards Committee (MPSC) Joint Work Group for MPSC Process 
Improvements, as well as full MPSC, and include recommendations on improvements to the membership 
review processes and standards.   Following public comment and reconsideration by the MPSC, these 5 
proposals may be offered for consideration by the committee(s) to the OPTN/UNOS Executive 
Committee for expedited review.   
 
Circulation of Notice 
 
UNOS maintains a public comment distribution list for policy and by-law proposals.  To be included on the 
distribution list, submit a written request to UNOS at the address below.  All policy and by-law proposals 
issued for public comment are mailed to the distribution list.  UNOS typically accepts comments from the 
public for at least 60 days after publication of the proposals and public hearings on the proposals are 
arranged if warranted.  The 5 proposals discussed below are being offered for public comment for a thirty 
day period to expedite implementation of important process improvements expected to substantially 
enhance OPTN oversight of Member compliance. 
 



Comment Deadlines 
 
The proposals in this document are being issued for public comment on August 28, 2006.  To be 
considered, comments must be submitted in writing, or by completing the enclosed Public Comment 
Response Form and sent to the UNOS contact person at the following address by September 27, 2006.   
 

United Network for Organ Sharing 
700 North 4th Street 

Richmond, VA  23218 
FAX (804) 782-4896 

 
UNOS Contact Persons 
 
Inquiries regarding the policy proposals in this document should be made to the appropriate UNOS 
Regional Administrator at (804) 782-4800.  The UNOS Regional Administrators are as follows: 
 
Shannon Edwards (edwardsf@unos.org) 
Region 1 - Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Eastern Vermont 
Region 4 - Oklahoma, Texas 
Region 9 - New York, Western Vermont 
 
Betsy Gans (gansel@unos.org) 
Region 2 - Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Northern 
     Virginia, West Virginia 
Region 6 - Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington 
Region 8 - Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Wyoming 
 
Clifton McClenney (mcclence@unos.org) 
Region 3 - Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto Rico 
Region 11 - Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia 
 
Chrystal Oley-Graybill (graybioe@unos.org) 
Region 5 - Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah 
Region 7 - Illinois, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin 
Region 10 - Indiana, Michigan, Ohio  
 
 
 




